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say in the Riss-Wurm intcrglacial age, it seems likely that some of these
Australoids made use of the Bering Corridor, and so reached the *
Americas. There are too many non-Amerind skeletons turning up in
South America, especially in the vicinity of Rio, for them all to be
ascribed to aberrant American Indians! The younger North American
anthropologists arc prepared to accept some of the evidence for these
earlier migrations of Australoids (such as the Punin skull of Ecuador, or
the living Qurungua folk of Bolivia); but the older anthropologists still
deny the evidence for migrations into America preceding the last ice age.
Many writers on human migrations do not seem to realize the very
different conditions which determine migrations of modern times. As
my good friend Ellesworth Huntingdon points out, today there is a con-
siderable tendency for the vigorous types to leave a crowded homeland,
and cross the seas to start afresh in a region where the opportunities
are likely to be more favourable. They know all about these new lands.
They can be carried across the world in comfortable steamers, or in
latter days by air-liners. Nothing of this kind was present during the
slow migrations by land in pre-Columbian times, to say nothing of the
vastly harder conditions for Neolithic man. In those early days it seems
to me that the climatic changes were much more important even than
they are today. The world as a whole was under-populated, and wars
of aggression were absent or relatively rare.
Let us consider what may have happened many times in the south
centre of Asia. It was, during the interglacial periods, a land flowing
with milk and honey, from the point of view of primitive man.12 Here in
this cradleland and centre of greatest evolution arc relatively large
numbers of primitive people. Let us suppose that the climate slowly
changes to much worse conditions. Primitive man dreaded the unknown;
he would have no incentive to wander in the hope of reaching better
lands far away. I picture the strongest tribes maintaining their hold on
the best lands in this region, and "driving the weakest to the wall." In
this case the "wall" would be the mountain country which surrounds our
hypothetical cradle on the south, or the somewhat easier corridors which
lead to Europe or to China. Such weaker tribes we may imagine ulti-
mately reaching unstimulating areas of the tropics, or the (in those
days) less stimulating marginal lands of Europe and China,
"Today it is on the whole semi-desert or desert (Fig. 32), with the result that
culture and progress have greatly declined, and a bare subsistence is all that
most of the folk in Turkestan and thereabouts can hope for.